
2013
Intel acquires Mindspeed's
small-cell assets including
the Picochip technology

National Composite Centre
opens

1934

2012

2017

BBC opens Bristol office

Bristol Robotics
Laboratory (BRL), the
largest robotics
laboratory of its type in
the UK opened

Dyson open IoT hub in
Bristol

1969

2009

2018

Concorde made its first
flight in 1969, and ten
years later the last
Concorde flew out. In
nearly 70 years, over
22,000 aircraft were
designed and built by
Bristol in the UK or licenced
for production abroad

OVO Energy founded

Graphcore Series D $200m
becomes Bristol's first
Unicorn valued at $1.7bn

1978

2001

2019

Inmos founded. Invented
the transputer chip in the
1980s in Bristol

SETsquared Bath opens at
Innovation Centre

OVO Energy becomes
Bristol's second Unicorn
following investment from
Mitsubishi Corporation

1985

2022

Hewlett Packard chose the
city for its European labs,
the first outside the US

Pax8 becomes a Unicorn

1997
Airbus UK founded
in Filton

TIMELINE OF TRANSFORMATIONAL WEST OF ENGLAND
INVESTMENT SUCCESSES

A world-class 5G network
and universal fast
internet access by 2030

Most innovative UK city
outside of London
(Paymentsense)

Bristol no. 1 city in UK
for tech jobs (Tech
Nation 2022)

Exceed 85% gigabit
connectivity by 2025 across
the West of England

Home to five unicorns:
Graphcore, OVO Energy, Pax8,
Pismo & Vertical Aerospace

1998
Amazon acquires Bristol HQ
IMDb, Bristol remains head
office

2014

2015

Just Eat choose Bristol
as their new tech
development hub

Rolls-Royce announce Bristol as
the firm’s centre of advanced
fan system composite
technology development

2023
BT opens new hub in Bristol
employing over 2,000 staff

University of Bristol announces UK’s
most powerful supercomputer to
advance AI discovery


